McDowell & Wyoming County Catholic Churches

Bulletin for Sundays in January 2026

Welch Rectory: (304) 436-2014 Email: rlandicho@dwec.org
Rev. Rey D. Landicho, Pastor (304) 617-0160
Jeremy Adams, Bookkeeper/Secretary Email: adams.jeremy5697@gmail.com

Mass Times

St. Peter—Welch

Sacred Heart— Powhatan

Weekday Mass — Wednesday @ noon First Friday Liturgy @ 11AM
(All Wednesday Masses are offered for the people of Sunday Mass @ 11:30AM
St. Peter’s Parish/ Priest’s Intention) .
Saturday Vigil Mass — 4PM Our Lady of Victory — Gary
Sunday Mass— 9am TBD

Holy Cross Chapel — Pineville
1st and 3rd Sundays at 2PM

FCI McDowell (Federal Prison)  Every Wednesday at 2PM

Stevens Correctional Center Every Friday at 2PM

Reconciliation by Appointment (Please Call the Rectory at St. Peter)

St. Peter’s Weekly Schedule

Date Mass Intention

12/27/2025  Morse Chinsolo by Donna Chinsolo

12/28/2025  Miano Family by Donna Chinsolo

1/1/2026 Living Intention: Patrick and Margaret O’Connell
1/3 Paul DeMario by Diane Spresser
1/4 Alice Mae and Lucy Auciello by Diane Spresser
1/10 Joe Verduce by Mary Gianato
1/11 Arlene Maynard by Jeremy Adams
1/17 Angeline Verduce by Mary Gianato
1/18 Living Intention: Nathan Schmidt, Seminarian by Jeremy Adams
1/24 Joe Verduce by Mary Gianato
1/25 Seminarians of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
1/31 Deceased of the Mirabile Family
2/1 Mary Basso

January Birthdays at St. Peter
7th—Mike Chinsolo 8th—Markella Gianato 14th—Jimmy Joe Gianato 31st—Kathy Kirk




December in Review for St. Peter

Envelope Loose
Date Attendance Collection Collection Total Other
11/30 10/6 $105 $25 $233 Votive Candles—$103
Holiday Flowers—$20
12/7 8/11 $1115 $10 $1430 Holiday Envelope—$50
Building Fund—$235
Holiday Envelope—$40
12/14 2 $275 $0 $440 Building Fund—$100
Special Collection—$25
Holiday Flowers—$160
Holy Day Envelopes — $145
12/21 9/7 $190 $5 $595
Breakfast Donation—$65
Mass Stipends—$30
12/25 18 $220 $5 $285 Special Collection—$60
Weekly Schedule for Holy Cross
1/4 People of Holy Cross Chapel
1/18 People of Holy Cross Chapel
December in Review for Holy Cross Chapel
Date Attendance Envelope Loose Total Other
Collections Collections
12/7 10 $390 - $390 -
12/21 13 $300 - $300 -
12/24 17 $150 - $150 -

December in Review for Qur Lady of Victory

Date Attendance  Envelope Loose Total Other
Collections Collections

12/13 34 25 146 171 -




Sacred Heart Weekly Schedule

Ministers of

Date Mass Intention Reader Gifts Communion
Eulalia Footo by Jim . . . .
12/28/2025 Copolo George Jamie & Missy Jim & Keith
(Living Intention)
1/4/2026 Y amie Sturgill by Lori Anthony & Keith Jamie & Missy
Deanna Blankenship
Steve & Joann Copolo ) X )
1/11 by Jim Copolo Jeremy Mike & Gail Jim & Angel
(Living Intention)
1/18 Jamie Sturgill by Jim Vincent & Janie Anthony & Keith
Deanna Blankenship
Capparelli Family by
1/25 Mike and Gail George Angel & Roxana Jamie & Missy
Capparelli
(Living Intention)
2/1 Jamie Sturgill by Lori Jamie & Missy Angel & Keith
Deanna Blankenship
January Birthdays at Sacred Heart
6th—Tara Beasley 19th—Margaret Johnson
December in Review for Sacred Heart
Date Attendance Envelope Loose Total Other
Collections Collections
11/30 17 $225 $40 $265 -
12/7 18 $635 $20 $785 Candles—$80
Mass Stipends—$50
12/14 3 o) 0] 0 -
12/21 23 $285 0 $285 -
12/25 30 $420 $10 $505 Special Collection—$65




Announcements

This month, the diocese will be collecting money for the Church in the Developing World as our
second collection on January 18th. This collection will help to support mission work in Eastern
and Central Europe, Africa, and South America. Our donations will help missionary outreach and
fulfill Christ’s commandment to make disciples of all nations.

In our Liturgical Calendar:

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston will celebrate the Solemn Closing of the Jubilee Year of Hope
on December 28th, the Feast of the Holy Family at the 10:30am Mass at the Cathedral of St. Joseph
in Wheeling.

January is a month of prayer for Christian Unity.
January 1st is the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. It is a Holy Day of Obligation
The Universal Church will celebrate the closing of the Jubilee Year of Hope on January 6th.

The official end of the Christmas Season is January 11th on the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is from January 18th-25th

Our Parish Evangelization Team will be meeting on January 6th at 6pm in Ryan Hall

There will be joint meeting of the Parish Pastoral and Finance Councils on Thursday, January 15th
at 1pm in Ryan Hall.

Father Rey would like to thank everyone that attended our Parish Christmas Dinner on December
13th at Our Lady of Victory in Gary. We had a wonderful turnout. Father would also like to give
special thanks to Greg and Carla Roope for organizing the event and planning the meal and to those

who donated the door prizes for our festivities.



Mass Intentions are running low for all of the McDowell and Wyoming County churches. If you
would like to have a Mass said for a loved one (living or deceased), please submit an envelope with
the following information: Who the Mass will be said for and who it will be offered by. If the Mass is
for a person that is still living, please state that it is a “living intention.” The Mass stipend is also due
when requesting the Mass. No intentions will be recorded without the stipend included.
Please Do Not email Mass intentions.

Our church properties are a physical sign of our dedication to Christ, truly present in the tabernacle.
Please help us honor Our Lord by dedicating some time to cleaning up around our churches. There
are signup sheets at each church so that you can offer your time and talents to help keep our worship
spaces clean and welcoming to guests.

There will be prayer lists at the back of each church. Be sure to check them out and

pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ. Prayer is how we can love one another,

even when we are apart. If you notice a change that needs to be made, please let us
know and we will revise the list ASAP.

As we head into the colder months, we would like to remind everyone to use their best
individual judgement when weather is inclement. If we cancel a Mass or event, we will
do our best to make the announcement on Facebook, Flocknote, and through texts and
phone calls. For mid-week events, our schedule will reflect the school closure
announcements: if school is closed, our events are automatically cancelled.

Any announcements for the next bulletin are due by January 21st: the next edition of the bulletin will
be published for the Mass on January 25th.

Please keep in touch with our parish family:

Website: Stpeterwelch.org
FlockNote: medowellcatholic.flocknote.com
OR

Scan the QR Code to find more ways to stay connected to us.




A Message from the Pastor

2026 is finally here. As we say goodbye to 2025, it is good for us to take a moment and reflect on
the year that is now behind us. By looking at what we have accomplished together in 2025, we can
prepare for a more vibrant 2026. It is important for us to count our blessings, and to examine and
evaluate ourselves so that we can make a meaningful resolution in the new year. “The unexamined life is
not worth living” is a quote that we link to the Greek philosopher Socrates, and with that spirit, let us

take a look at some of the joys and sorrows of 2025.

The top of our list of memorable events is not a happy one: the February Flood. Most of our
community was devastated, and even now, almost one year later, our neighbors are still trying to move

on and rebuild.

Since I moved to Welch, first as an administrator, and now as a pastor, we have had several
events that have affected our churches, especially our mission and chapels. To name a few: the furnaces
failing at St. Peter in the church and rectory, the electrical fire that devastated the Rectory and Hall at
Our Lady of Victory-Gary, the water leak in the vent of Sacred Heart-Powhatan, the removal of the old
Clinic at Holy Cross-Pineville, and the transition to a new (and still learning) parish secretary and
bookkeeper. Some of the leaders of our communities teased me that things started to fall apart as soon as
I arrived. I told them that as long as we stay together, we are good to go. Sure enough, those challenges
were managed and overcome with the help and cooperation of all our parishioners, the support of our
bishop, the Diocesan Offices and the generosity of individuals in our communities who opened their
hearts and hands for assistance. We are blessed with the generosity and support of the people in our
community, and through that generosity, we have been able to repave the parking lot at St. Peter. By the
help of our amazing members, we were also able to get the Rectory porch remodeled at Sacred Heart and
the church, porch, and garage painted. The hard work really shines through.

In the past month, the members of our Parish Finance Council have coordinated with
maintenance volunteers for each of our churches so that we begin the year with a list of prioritized
projects. Although we are not a wealthy parish, we are blessed because of the generosity that each of you

show in giving of your time, talents, and treasures.

I want to take a moment to thank the members of our parish staff, our lay leaders, the members
of our Councils (Pastoral and Finance), and all our volunteers for their support, care, and help.

We have a long way to go and there might be highs and lows during our time together, but we
must remain optimistic because Christ, who is Emmanuel or “God with Us” sees our struggles for the
sake of His people here in McDowell and Wyoming Counties. As we conclude the Jubilee Year of Hope,

let us pray for the Diocesan Evangelization Plan might bring souls to journey with us in the new year.

“Do not walk behind me, I may not lead; do not walk in front of me, I may not follow; just walk beside

me and be my friend”



Parish Evangelization Team Report of McDowell and Wyoming County Catholic Churches

Our Parish Evangelization Team is currently focusing on the three priorities of Formation,
Infrastructure, and Parish Renewal along with the associated goals which are guided by the 3 Virtues of
Faith, Hope, and Love and are motivated by the Gospel and Kingdom Values.

We initially created a survey to find out which goals our parishioners felt were most important for
our churches and communities. We found that under the priority of Formation that Goal 1 which focuses
on renewing, retraining and revitalizing the OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) process was the
most popular choice. We already have two members doing the training to revitalize our OCIA program.
We also currently have a member who is doing the diocesan training to receive a certificate in catechesis.
This will help us with faith formation for both children and adults. We hope to add a Pastoral Associate to
our Evangelization Team. We think this will help us create programs that will increase and improve
formation and evangelization in our communities. At this time, there are several people in OCIA. They
have signified their interest in undergoing the process to join the Church. We have some from St. Peter’s
in Welch and Sacred Heart Mission in Powhatan. We also have two from the two prisons, FCI McDowell-
Federal Prison and Stevens Correctional Center-State Prison.

We believe that the practice and strategy of being welcoming and flexible and of meeting people
where they are, will boost the campaign of bringing people to Catholic Faith and begin sowing the seed of
faith.

Under the priority of Infrastructure, our parishioners voted to focus on Goal 2 of creating
communication strategies to help animate evangelization activities. We are contemplating on using our
Facebook page and Facebook personal messenger, and related social media to do outreach. Currently, we
are using group chat text messages and blast email effectively to reach our parishioners and to
communicate quickly. Flocknote is a great tool of communication, and we are in the process of
introducing it. People are starting to become accustomed to this method of communication. We may
institute some form of a telephone brigade to reach absent parishioners and homebound members. This
could also be used for invitations to our religious and social celebrations and functions. We are planning
on having a liturgical picnic in the town of Kimball in apublic area. We will invite the surrounding
community to join with us. It will encourage both spiritual and social interaction. The purpose is to foster
community, ecumenism, sharing, dialogue and fellowship. We are also planning on having a Taize service
in the coming year/s and inviting neighboring churches, groups and individuals. The Taize prayer is a
meditative, ecumenical, intercessory and scripture-based form of prayer. We hope to use Sacred Heart
Church in Princeton as a resource in planning a service since they already have such a program.

We are also addressing Goal 1 of the Infrastructure priority to identify human and financial
resources for evangelization. We have recently asked the Diocese for financial support and assistance in
helping us to acquire a Pastoral Associate to specifically help with evangelization and other pastoral and
administrative needs of the parish. In regard to Priority 3 of Parish Renewal, our parishioners voted to
focus on Goal 1 stating that we need to reach out to individuals who feel disconnected from the Church,
those who do not yet know Christ and those seeking a deeper connection to their faith. We seek to provide
them with welcome and support. We plan on designing activities and using venues to reach out to various
individuals within and outside our faith communities. We plan on having a program inspired by the Walk
with One initiative where we encourage parishioners to pray for and engage with specific people,
particularly the unchurched or lapsed Catholics during the season of Lent. Prayer cards and useful
literature will be distributed to aid parishioners in praying regularly for their chosen people. We will also
mention these people during the Prayers of the Faithful during our Lenten services. Parishioners who feel
it is appropriate will send custom Easter cards to the people for whom they have prayed.



The Food Pantry of Sacred Heart is also an instrument and channel of evangelization. It
reaches out to people and provides sustenance for body and soul. The Food Pantry is distributing
food baskets and collecting prayer intentions of those in need of prayers. These prayer intentions are
collected in a box and brought to the Church to be prayed over. The prayer intentions are kept until
the next food distribution date when new ones are collected. The purpose is to help provide for the
physical and spiritual needs of the people.

We are also looking at having some prayer retreats and a Spiritual Day of Solitude and
Recollection as a possible way to help the renewal of the parish. The reception of the Sacraments
should be given emphasis and importance, especially the appreciation and more frequent availability
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We hope to encourage its reception throughout the year, not just
during Advent and Lent. The Sacrament of Reconciliation could be a vehicle of renewal for the
parish. We are also addressing Goal 2 of the Priority of Parish Renewal. We are working on helping
parishioners grow spiritually by offering vibrant and engaging Sunday Masses by providing
meaningful liturgy and appropriate music. We are trying to avoid using recorded music and are
working on implementing the music guidelines and using the liturgical suggestions of the Church.
The musicians such as the pianist/organist and guitarist are tasked to lead the community singing
and provide appropriate music and hymns with the help of the cantor/s in the liturgical
celebrations specifically during Sunday Masses, Solemnities, and Holy Day of Obligations. We have
volunteer and paid musicians, and they play a great role in enhancing and creating meaningful
liturgy.

Retraining and proper orientation of the lay ministries should be done periodically. A
competent and trained resource person will be sought to conduct necessary training and orientation.

At our next meeting, we will work on creating a tentative mission statement to present to
parishioners for review and comment. We will also begin scheduling and planning for the Taize
service and the liturgical picnic and other activities. By the first part of this year, we hope to create a
realistic and practical Parish Evangelization Plan for McDowell and Wyoming County Catholic
churches.



